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Synopsis

Ask a member of the middle class what it takes to become wealthy, and she’ll tell you it takes a bold
new idea. Tell that to a self-made millionaire, and he’ll vehemently disagree. What explains the
difference in mind-set between the self-made wealthy and the rest of us? It's not what you think, as
journalist and entrepreneur Lewis Schiff convincingly illustrates through groundbreaking research
and compelling storytelling. For decades, the middle class has believed that the road to success
meant working hard and playing by rules passed down from previous generations. But as the 2008
economic crisis has made clear, the old rules no longer apply. While household net worth has
declined for most, self-made business leaders - entrepreneurially minded individuals born into the
middle class who have accumulated significant wealth - have prospered. What makes these
have-mores financially successful while the rest of us have never felt more uncertain about our
professional and financial futures? In Business Brilliant, Lewis Schiff reveals the eye-opening
findings from a national survey of middle-class workers and self-made millionaires, offering practical
guidance to show the rest of us what America’s self-made rich already know. Through his research,
he holds a mirror to our most commonly held beliefs about success and then reveals the truth about
how wealth is really created by surveying the truly wealthy. In doing so, he explodes the
conventional wisdom and identifies the distinct principles practiced by individuals who may or may
not be any smarter than the rest of the population but seem to understand instinctively how money
is made. They don’t employ business-as-usual practices; they adopt a "Business Brilliant" mind-set.
The book illustrates how these self-made millionaires choose their careers, negotiate to win, and
leverage social networks to accumulate their wealth. Schiff argues that it is the synergy behind
seven uncommon practices, not serendipity or luck, that produces success. He offers a practical
four-step program anyone can follow to position themselves to succeed more often and a roadmap
to compare your own Business Brilliance to the executives and entrepreneurs who have
successfully navigated our rapidly changing economy. While Business Brilliant doesn’t promise to

make you rich, it can help you achieve better results in your career and accumulate wealth faster.
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Customer Reviews

This book has three elements. 1. Very interesting and insightful looks at some very successful
businesses. 2. Some insights as to why so many smart, talented, and hard working people never
become wealthy. 3. The difference between the beliefs of the successful and the average person.
While it was all interesting, | did get some validation that as a successful entrepreneur of 35 years, |
in fact do not think like the average person. On the other hand, | do not exhibit or practice all of the
habits of the super successful entrepreneurs. While this comes as no surprise, | never really
understood what those things were. Now | know! And better yet, I'm O.K. with it! | appreciate the
fact that this book is not a "road map to success" sham. It is honest and insightful, and it certainly

has many valuable takeaways. Good job.

| cannot recall a more fascinating and insightful book on wealth and success than Business Birilliant.
Lewis Schiff clearly lays out the difference between how middle-class people and wealthy people
think and act in the areas of money and success. It turns out that self-made wealth isn’t "magic," in
fact it is largely the result of routine and mundane work. It’s just that wealthy people are willing to
step out of their comfort zone to follow the money. Middle-class people are not.One great example
is that wealthy people ask. They ask more often, they ask for more and they ask in situations where
middle-class people don't - or won't - for fear of looking greedy or feeling uncomfortable. He points
out that only 1 in 4 people ever ask for more money when hired for their first job. Yet, 9 out of 10
employers are willing to pay more if (and only if) the employee asks.This book not only offers a map
to wealth - it gives you (in the last chapter) 17 very specific and actionable steps. It is well written
and full of great stories.Everyone who wants to be wealthy or wealthier should read this book. It is
empowering and it certainly helped to liberate me from my long-held, middle-class beliefs that | now

know have cost me quite a bit of money in the past. Not anymore.



| have been waiting for this book to be released. As an entrepreneur who is focused on mastering
business, | firmly believe "Success leaves clues" and one of the best ways is to model ourselves
after great business successes. This book reveals how ultra-successful business icons actually
think and sets it out in actionable principles and steps. | took copious notes as | read through the
book which remain on my desk to refer to constantly. Lewis’s writing style makes it easy to read this
book while at the same time learning how to be "business brilliant". | immediately put some of the
lessons to work and started experiencing better results because | was able to approach negotiations
and business relations in an improved way.For anyone in business, | think this is a must-read and |

highly recommend it.

F. Scott Fitzgerald famously wrote, "Let me tell you about the very rich. They are different from you
and me."Lewis Schiff in his new book Business Brilliant tells us exactly how and why the rich are
different, based on data derived from questionnaires and illustrated by many fascinating case
histories.The book’s life teachings, if learned, would make any reader more effective in their lives,
whether or not they achieved great wealth. For example, while it may seem obvious and even
hoary, it is still necessary to teach people to ask. Mr. Schiff observes that people don’t get what they
don’t ask for. Of course, they don’t always get what they ask for--but never is it bestowed on those
who don’t ask. If you are always gets what they ask for--you aren’t asking for enough.Seems
obvious but illustration after poignant illustration document instances where most of us leave money
on the table that would be better in our pocket.lIt turns out that wealth is not, as so many believe, the
outcome of following shibboleths taught since early age--do what you love and the money will come,
save more, spend less, be original, invent etc. No, Mr. Schiff makes a compelling case that the prize
goes to the best prepared person doing what they do best with the most focused attitude.Dispensed
wisdom without techniques to follow, while enjoyable and instructive, lacks sustaining power.Mr.
Schiff, in addition to providing a prescriptive framework for success, wisely has included
a-how-to-do- it manual which, if utilized, as night precedes the day, must yield great
improvement.There are none who wouldn’t benefit in multiple ways by taking Mr. Schiff admonitions
and lessons to heart and employing the 17 essentials with which he concludes this remarkable
book.Putting my money where my mouth is, | have purchased ten copies and am giving them to

friends and family. When they are gone | will buy another ten.

This is a book that belongs on the shelf of every entrepreneur (and isn’t that all of us these day?) It

is thoroughly researched and very well written. | think it is one of those books suited for consulting



throughout one’s career - during the ups and downs, and the big decision points along the way.One
of the things it does brilliantly is spell out how essentially misled we all are on how to succeed. It's
not about hard work (only), it's not about luck (only), or even talent. It's about thinking like
successful people think - and how they think will definitely surprise you. It makes a great gift for the
recent graduate too!
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